
WATER SUPPLY CONDITIONS UPDATE 11/21/2022 
You can now access Updates on our website: https://www.rrfc.net/weekly-water-supply-conditions-update  
 

Water Supply Availability in the Russian River Watershed in 2022 
There are currently no curtailments in the Russian River. 
 

 
Photo by CJ Watt 
 

  

https://www.rrfc.net/weekly-water-supply-conditions-update


Reservoir Storage & Operations (More info here): 
Water supply information below and attached provided by Sonoma Water. 
National Weather Service updates attached. 
 

Lake Mendocino 11/21 

 Current Storage (acre-feet) 37,211 

 Target Water Supply Storage Curve (acre-feet) 55,433 

 % of Target Water Supply Storage Curve 67.13% 

 7-day change (acre-feet) -197 

   

Lake Pillsbury 11/19 

 Current Storage (acre-feet) 28,924 

 Target Storage Curve (acre-feet) 28,884 

 7-day change (acre-feet) -740 

   

Lake Sonoma 11/21 

 Current Storage (acre-feet) 99,668 

 Target Storage Curve (acre-feet) 245,000 

 % of Water Supply Pool 40.68% 

 7-day change (acre-feet) -1,475 

 

 

Please complete the Water Sharing Program Survey by November 23, 2022: 
(follow ALL instructions) 
To improve upon implementation for future years, the Russian River Steering Committee asks 
interested parties to complete a survey describing their experience involving the Program. The 
survey will be discussed further at the November 7, 2022 meeting with additional details below. This 
is a survey to inform the Russian River Voluntary Drought Program Steering Committee in the 
compiling of their Annual Report. We ask that all program enrollees, Tribal interests, interested 
water right holders, those that opted out of the 2022 Program, non-participants, Russian River 
Watershed stakeholders, or anyone else interested in providing input to the Program, to please do so 
via this survey. The decision to provide any personally identifying information is completely optional 
for those that would like to ensure complete anonymity. All answers will be aggregated to inform the 
Steering Committee's “2022 Lesson's Learned,” as well as the future outlook for this Program. As 
answers will only be used for the compiling of the Annual Report, please be as honest and as 
complete as possible. Thank you! Survey can be accessed 
here: https://www.surveylegend.com/s/4hq1  
If you have questions or issues completing the survey, please reach out to Devon 
Boer: director@mendofb.org or Jaime Neary: jaime@russianriverkeeper.org from the Russian River 
Voluntary Drought Program Steering Committee. 
Deadline to Submit: November 23, 2022 

 
Elevate & Educate 
Still Water, Performed by Daniel Lanois 
 

  

https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveylegend.com%2Fs%2F4hq1&data=05%7C01%7CJonathan.Pham%40waterboards.ca.gov%7C71bb0ef53c0a4d4404ab08dabd4d4bdf%7Cfe186a257d4941e6994105d2281d36c1%7C0%7C0%7C638030436961346800%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R8TaNcRZNMsFbPhk89xG1mqLAI99MqFlCathXH%2BQgjE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:director@mendofb.org
mailto:jaime@russianriverkeeper.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqyXjjbsOos


In the press:   

➢ CA Water Plan eNews – Nov 16, 2022 

➢ Maven's Notebook, Nov 13-18, 2022  

➢ Reuters - California tries to harness megastorm floods to ease crippling droughts, 11/15/22 

➢ Stanford - Dams could play a big role in feeding the world more sustainably, Stanford 
researchers find, 11/4/22 

➢ Western Farm Press - UC expert helps save water, increase supply, 11/16/22    

➢ Phys.org - Treated wastewater can be more dependable and less toxic than common tap water 
sources, 11/14/22 

➢ CA Water Blog - Are native fishes and reservoirs compatible?, 11/13/22 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE: 

➢ Public Policy Institute of CA - Climate-Challenged California Must Learn to Thrive with Less 
Water, 11/16/22 

➢ Office of CA Governor - California Releases World’s First Plan to Achieve Net Zero Carbon 
Pollution, 11/16/22 

➢ CA Ag Today - Western U.S. Streamflow Declines Respond Asymmetrically to Seasonal Climate 
Warming 

➢ DWR - Sustainable Techniques Bring Concrete Results: Making DWR Infrastructure Carbon-
Friendly, 11/14/22 

 

Other resources & information:  
• Mendocino County Water Agency Drought page 

• SWRCB Russian River drought information page  

• SaveOurWater.com   

• SaveWater.ca.gov to report water waste, such as leaks and overwatering.  

• Water Rights Enforcement Complaints Program and/or  Cal EPA Complaint System to report concerns 
of unauthorized diversions, violations of water rights, diversions impacting fisheries, etc. Reports can be 
made anonymously.  

• Visit Sonoma Water’s website for information on current water supply levels and Temporary Urgency 
Change Petitions.  

 
 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/bulletins/3380f5b
https://mavensnotebook.com/2022/11/18/weekly-water-news-digest-for-nov-13-18-so-cals-worsening-water-situation-klamath-dam-removal-gets-the-go-ahead-coastal-commission-approves-monterey-desal-plant-and-more/
https://www.reuters.com/business/cop/california-tries-harness-megastorm-floods-ease-crippling-droughts-2022-11-15/
https://news.stanford.edu/press/view/45808
https://news.stanford.edu/press/view/45808
https://www.farmprogress.com/extension/uc-expert-helps-save-water-increase-supply
https://phys.org/news/2022-11-wastewater-toxic-common-sources.html
https://phys.org/news/2022-11-wastewater-toxic-common-sources.html
https://californiawaterblog.com/2022/11/13/are-native-fishes-and-reservoirs-compatible/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=are-native-fishes-and-reservoirs-compatible
https://www.ppic.org/blog/climate-challenged-california-must-learn-to-thrive-with-less-water/
https://www.ppic.org/blog/climate-challenged-california-must-learn-to-thrive-with-less-water/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/11/16/california-releases-worlds-first-plan-to-achieve-net-zero-carbon-pollution/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/11/16/california-releases-worlds-first-plan-to-achieve-net-zero-carbon-pollution/
https://californiaagtoday.com/western-u-s-streamflow-declines-respond-asymmetrically-to-seasonal-climate-warming/
https://californiaagtoday.com/western-u-s-streamflow-declines-respond-asymmetrically-to-seasonal-climate-warming/
https://water.ca.gov/News/Blog/2022/Nov-22/Sustainable-Techniques-Bring-Concrete-Results-Making-DWR-Infrastructure-Carbon-Friendly
https://water.ca.gov/News/Blog/2022/Nov-22/Sustainable-Techniques-Bring-Concrete-Results-Making-DWR-Infrastructure-Carbon-Friendly
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/mendocino-county-water-agency/drought-water-conservation
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/russian_river/
https://saveourwater.com/
https://savewater.ca.gov/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/enforcement/complaints/
https://calepacomplaints.secure.force.com/complaints/Complaint
https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels
https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp
https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp
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Lake Mendocino Storage - Drought Years
2013 2014 2015 2020 2021 2022 Storage Curve Target Water Supply Storage Curve

November 21, 2022
37,211 acre-feet
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Lake Sonoma Storage 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Storage Curve

November 21, 2022
99,668 acre-feet



0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

90,000

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

90,000

1
/1

1
/1

5

1
/2

9

2
/1

2

2
/2

6

3
/1

1

3
/2

5

4
/8

4
/2

2

5
/6

5
/2

0

6
/3

6
/1

7

7
/1

7
/1

5

7
/2

9

8
/1

2

8
/2

6

9
/9

9
/2

3

1
0
/7

1
0
/2

1

1
1
/4

1
1
/1

8

1
2
/2

1
2
/1

6

1
2
/3

0

A
c

re
-f

e
e

t

Lake Pillsbury Storage and Target Storage Scenarios

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

2020 2021 2022 Target A Target B Target C

November 19, 2022
28,924 acre-feet

(Target B 28,884)
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Lake Mendocino Storage
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Storage Curve Target Water Supply Storage Curve

November 21, 2022
37,211 acre-feet



Gusty Ridgetop Winds and Elevated Fire Weather Potential Friday and Saturday

KEY POINTS

Elevated fire weather conditions mainly in Lake County Friday and Saturday.
Gusty ridgetop winds across much of Northwest California Friday and Saturday.

WEATHER RISK OUTLOOK

Risk levels incorporate potential impacts from weather hazards and likelihood of occurrence for a reasonable worse case
scenario.

Thu 11/17 Fri 11/18 Sat 11/19 Sun 11/20 Mon 11/21 Tue 11/22 Wed 11/23

Lake County
Clearlake, Lakeport

Fire Weather

Strong Wind

Fire Weather

Strong Wind

Rain Rain Rain

Del Norte County
Crescent City, Gasquet

Strong Wind Strong Wind Rain Rain Rain

Mendocino County
Ukiah, Fort Bragg

Strong Wind Strong Wind Rain Rain Rain

Trinity County
Weaverville, Hayfork

Strong Wind Strong Wind Rain Rain Rain

Humboldt County
Eureka, Fortuna, Willow
Creek

Strong Wind Strong Wind Rain Rain Rain

Risk Levels Little to None Minor Moderate Major Extreme

DETAILS

Lake County

 Fire Weather

Impacts:
• Status of fuel dryness is not certain, but increased threat for fire starts and rapid spread will exist across
areas of dry vegetation.
Timing:
• East-northeast winds will strengthen across ridges Friday morning.

• Strongest east-northeast winds Friday afternoon into Friday night.

• Winds weaken significantly by Saturday afternoon.

• East-northeast winds gusting from 20 to 40 mph...particularly across exposed ridges.

• Minimum relative humidity values in the teens and 20s with moderate overnight recoveries.

• Vegetation may be too moist for significant fire weather threat due to recent wetting rainfall.

National Weather ServiceNational Weather Service
National Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministrationNational Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministrationNational Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministrationNational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Weather Forecast OfficeWeather Forecast Office
Eureka, CAEureka, CA

Thursday, Nov 17, 2022Thursday, Nov 17, 2022



Lake County, Del Norte County, Mendocino County, Trinity County, Humboldt County

 Strong Wind

Impacts:
• Loose objects may be blow around.

• Minor/isolated power disruptions possible.
Timing:
• Friday morning through Saturday morning.

• East-northeast winds gusting from 20 to 40 mph across exposed ridges.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

For the latest forecast updates, visit weather.gov/eureka.

If you have questions or would like to submit weather reports, photos, or to unsubscribe from these briefings, email
nws.eureka@noaa.gov or call (707) 443-6484.

GRAPHICS

https://www.weather.gov/eureka
mailto:nws.eureka@noaa.gov
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